
 

 
 
Call for nominations to join the 2026 - 2027 AFSA National Committee 
 
Dear members and allies, 
 
If you’re a farmer or farmer ally and are willing to powerfully contribute to AFSA’s 
transformational work, this might be your call. 
 
For our upcoming Annual General Meeting (AGM), AFSA is calling for nominations from AFSA 
members to join the National Committee. AFSA’s AGM will be held on Monday 12 October 
following Convergence at Jonai Farms (Eganstown, VIC). Tickets to this year's Food Sovereignty 
Convergence & AGM can be purchased here.  
 
AFSA is governed by a National Committee made up of farmers and allies, elected by our 
members at AFSA's Annual General Meeting each year, as the conclusion of the Food Sovereignty 
Convergence, where we form our mandate by listening to the needs of members and collectively 
prioritising the work for the year ahead. 
 
This year, and continuing into next, we will be working on solidifying relationships with First 
Peoples, formalising the First People’s Focal Group, intersectional solidarity with aligned social 
movements, establishing the Agrarian Land Trust, continue pushing for scale appropriate policy 
and regulation, transforming the People’s Food Plan into a book, continuing our international 
work, responding to emergent issues and much more. Do you want to help drive the fight for food 
sovereignty in 2027?  
 
We are particularly interested in supporting an increase in female and youth engagement with 
AFSA’s work and we're also specially looking for a treasurer this year. If you think you’re the right 
person and have the capacity to commit to this powerful activist work, we’d love to hear from 
you!  
 
If you are interested in nominating for a position please email a short bio expressing your interest 
to coordinator@afsa.org.au alongside your nomination form (see here).  
 

https://afsa.org.au/about/who-we-are/
https://events.humanitix.com/food-sovereignty-convergence-2026?link_id=2&can_id=ac6a7f0caf84d882c81f57b976904fbb&source=email-invitation-to-2026-food-sovereignty-convergence&email_referrer=email_3376088&email_subject=join-us-at-food-sovereignty-convergence-this-year&&
https://afsa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/260915_Form_3_AFSA_Committee_Nomination_Form_1.01-RA.doc.docx


 

Members of the National Committee must be current AFSA members, and nominations for 
positions to the new National Committee must be endorsed by two members of AFSA. Please 
contact coordinator@afsa.org.au if you do not already know two AFSA members to endorse your 
nomination. If you are not yet an AFSA member, you can start your membership here.  
 
The AGM will include the election of office bearers and general members of the National 
Committee for the 2026-27 year. Nominations will close on Wednesday 7th October. 
 
Position Descriptions 
 
General Members 
General members of the National Committee participate in the democratic governance of the 
organisation through Committee meetings held online, and input into governance decisions on an 
ad hoc basis. Committee Members collectively develop AFSA’s strategic plans according to the 
mandate of our members, provide input into AFSA campaigns, and support the implementation of 
work plans as agreed by the Committee. General members of the National Committee may also 
lead or participate in working groups to implement campaigns, events, and other AFSA activities, 
according to their capacity and availability. The National Committee meets at least six times per 
year online, and twice per year in person. 
 
Office Bearers 
 
Focal Point for Farmers 
Charged with providing leadership and direction to the Committee, the Focal Point for Farmers is 
responsible for ensuring that the Committee fulfils its responsibilities for the governance and 
success of the organisation, and is responsible for providing direction to the staff of the 
organisation. The Focal Point for Farmers is also the primary liaison with farmer-led international 
organisations working for food sovereignty such as La Via Campesina, and the International 
Planning Committee for Food Sovereignty (IPC). They communicate regularly with all members 
via the AFSA website and regular newsletter. The Focal Point for Farmers is generally the 
spokesperson for the organisation and should work to maintain key relationships within and 
outside of the organisation. The Focal Point for Farmers must be a farmer who is actively farming.  
 
Youth Focal Point for Farmers  
A new role within the National Committee, the Youth Focal Point for Farmers will work closely 
with the Focal Point for Farmers, working as the conduit between the organisation and its youth 
members, ensuring alignment of priorities and direction with members and key international 
organisations working for food sovereignty. The youth member will be supported to establish and 
maintain relationships within and outside of the organisation and will be the spokesperson for the 

https://afsa.org.au/join-us/


 

organisation's youth members. This role must be held by a youth farmer, ideally under 40 years of 
age, who is actively farming.  
 
Treasurer 
The Treasurer is responsible for the financial supervision of the organisation to allow the 
Committee to provide good governance of the organisation. The Treasurer’s tasks include the 
preparation of annual budgets, planning for the organisation’s financial future and monitoring the 
organisation’s revenue and expenditure. It is desirable that the Treasurer is well organised and 
possesses a level of financial expertise. 
 
Secretary 
The Secretary is responsible for the documentation and communication of the activities of the 
Committee. The Secretary is the primary administration officer of the Committee and provides 
the links between the Committee, members and outside agencies. The Secretary should be a good 
communicator, maintain confidentiality on relevant matters and have the ability to delegate tasks 
and supervise others. The Secretary works closely with the General Coordinator staff member to 
oversee the preparation of agendas and minutes, and all AFSA governance documents 
(constitution, regulations, policy), especially in advance of the AGM.  
 
Communications Officer 
The Communications Officer develops external communications strategies to maintain and build 
the reputation of AFSA. A key element of the role is media relations, a shared responsibility with 
the Communications officer position, the General Coordinator and the Focal Point for Farmers, 
requiring the monitoring of news media to identify opportunities to attain media coverage 
(environmental scanning), and the production of media releases, backgrounders and content for 
the website and promotional materials.  
 
Memberships Officer 
The primary role of the Memberships Officer is to develop and carry out strategies to increase and 
maintain AFSA membership. This includes working to identify new opportunities for member 
engagement, and develop communications and events to support the membership strategy. The 
role also includes building engagement with current members, identifying members’ needs and 
opportunities for AFSA to provide members with benefits or support. This may include identifying 
and communicating external or internal activities where AFSA can offer new member benefits and 
providing updates to members about current benefits of membership. Finally, the Membership 
Officer will collaborate with the General Coordinator to monitor membership, maintain 
membership databases, and respond to member queries. 
 
 
 



 

Online registration and draft agenda for the upcoming AGM 
 
If you can't join us in person, please register to join our AGM online here. If you would like to 
access a draft AGM agenda, if you have any questions regarding AFSA's AGM or nominations, 
please do not hesitate to reach out to our General Coordinator, Antoine Lenique at 
coordinator@afsa.org.au. 
 
 
Warm regards, 
On behalf of AFSA’s National Committee, 
Caitie Tacey, AFSA Secretary  
secretary@afsa.org.au 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82491910008?pwd=Fwawk8l976fuLoHbuhIh3AP8CH91AP.1

