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About the Agroecology & Food Sovereignty Alliance 

The Agroecology & Food Sovereignty Alliance (AFSA) is a farmer- and First-Peoples-led civil society 
organisation working for socially just and ecologically sound food and farming systems. We centre the 
voices of First Peoples, small-scale food producers, and local communities in decision making. 

AFSA connects small-scale producers for farmer-to-farmer knowledge sharing, advocates for fair access 
to local markets and infrastructure, and pushes for scale-appropriate regulation at all levels of 
government. 

We are part of a strong global food sovereignty movement through our membership in La Vía 
Campesina, Urgenci, and the IPC for Food Sovereignty, and we support the Australasian delegate to 
the Civil Society and Indigenous Peoples’ Mechanism at the UN. 

Our vision is for agroecology-oriented farms to thrive, producing nutritious food through short, fair 
supply chains that protect human and planetary health. This includes recognising and promoting First 
Peoples’ knowledges and custodianship of Country, and committing to decolonial futures for food and 
agriculture. 
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Introduction 
This submission to the Feeding Australia Strategy builds on the foundations of the original People’s 
Food Plan (2013), developed by the Agroecology & Food Sovereignty Alliance (AFSA, formerly the 
Australian Food Sovereignty Alliance). The Plan was co-created through a nation-wide participatory 
process involving over 600 people and marked the beginning of a broad-based movement advancing a 
just and sustainable food system in Australia. Food sovereignty, which is everyone’s right to nutritious 
and culturally-appropriate food produced and distributed in ethical and ecologically-sound ways, and to 
democratically participate in food and agriculture systems underpins this submission.  
 
The submission is further informed by contributions from AFSA members engaged in academic 
research across food sovereignty, agroecology, the right to food, public health, and political ecology, 
grounded in both action research and lived, community-based experience. It also reflects sustained 
international engagement with global movements and networks, including La Vía Campesina, the 
International Planning Committee for Food Sovereignty (IPC), Urgenci (the international network for 
community-supported agriculture), and the Civil Society and Indigenous Peoples’ Mechanism (CSIPM). 
 
Colonial capitalism has devastated livelihoods, culture, biodiversity, soils, and the climate, and actively 
suppresses alternative visions for agriculture and food systems, especially those rooted in Indigenous 
knowledge systems. Under late-stage capitalism, the elite capitalist class has gained an astonishing 
level of control over food systems from production through to distribution, with strangleholds on 
everything from land ownership, dairy processing, and abattoirs to supermarkets. Control doesn’t stop 
with ownership, however, and is exerted so perniciously in our systems of governance that it severely 
limits democratic participation by First Peoples, smallholders and local communities in decision-making 
processes.  
 
These concerns extend directly to the composition and processes surrounding the National Food 
Council under the Feeding Australia Strategy. The concentration of corporate and agribusiness interests 
within advisory and decision-making bodies raises serious questions about whose knowledge, priorities, 
and interests are being centred in shaping national food policy. Such dynamics risk privileging large-
scale, industrial food system actors at the expense of small-scale producers, community-led initiatives, 
and the broader public interest. 
 
This corporate capture is deeply concerning and ultimately detrimental to all Australians, as it 
undermines the development of a fair, resilient, and health-promoting food system rooted in food 
sovereignty and agroecology. Equally troubling is the lack of transparency around participation in the 
co-design workshops informing the National Food Security Strategy. There is currently no clear or 
publicly accessible information on how participants are selected, which stakeholders are included or 
excluded, or how diverse community voices, particularly those of First Peoples, small-scale farmers, and 
civil society, are being meaningfully represented. 
 
In spite of these barriers to peoples’ involvement in growing, exchanging, cooking, and making 
decisions about the food we eat in Australia, there is a growing movement of farmers, First Peoples, 
allies and local communities fighting back with active optimism - an optimism born of being active in 
the changes we wish to see and be in the world. The food sovereignty movement is now over a decade 
old in Australia, and over 40 years old globally, and is working tirelessly to radically transform the food 
system from the ground up. Agroecology is central to the movement, a scientifically and experientially 
justified practice of agriculture that is sensitive to the ecosystems in which it is situated and that fosters 
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the democratic participation of all peoples in the food system. Unlike the current state of the food 
system in Australia, agroecology actively asserts everyone’s right to participate in decision making, 
ensuring those most affected by changes in policy and practice have the most say in those changes. 
This submission advocates the principles and practices of agroecology as the solution to the devastating 
impacts of colonial capitalist food and agriculture systems. Those principles are described in the section 
on Agroecology, and they include: Recycling; Input reduction; Soil health; Animal health; Biodiversity; 
Synergy; Economic diversification; Co-creation of knowledge; Social values and diets; Fairness; and 
Connectivity.  
 
This submission is organised into a series of thematic sections, each grounded in the principles of food 
sovereignty and agroecology, and each concluding with practical recommendations. It opens by putting 
First Peoples first, addressing self-determination, the return of Country, and the restoration of 
Indigenous food sovereignty. It then examines food governance and the concentration of decision-
making power; the right to food and the case for a rights-based, legislated approach; land and water 
use and the planning reforms needed to support small-scale producers; and water as both a human 
right and a right of Nature. Further sections reframe biosecurity as a question of biodiversity, 
interrogate the corporate consolidation of the value chain, address food safety and the regulatory 
exclusion of First Peoples' food knowledge, advocate for higher standards of animal welfare, and 
scrutinise the role of technology in either entrenching or challenging corporate control. The submission 
closes by presenting agroecology as the overarching solution, and the framework through which a just, 
resilient and democratic food system can be realised.  
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First Peoples 
Respecting and promoting the sovereignty and rights of Indigenous Peoples is core to food sovereignty 
globally, and is reflected in AFSA’s ongoing work to decolonise our solidarity and support just relations 
between First Peoples and settlers in what is now called Australia. A First Peoples First1 approach to 
food sovereignty reflects AFSA’s position that the food sovereignty movement in the settler colonial 
state of Australia must prioritise anti-colonial work towards reparations. Key issues identified include: 

● Theft of Country and Right to Land 
● Repression of Indigenous Food Sovereignty 
● Appropriation of Indigenous economies   
● Destruction of Biodiversity 
● Theft of Rights to Traditional Knowledge and Genetic Resources 

 
A central pathway to addressing the harms of colonial capitalism for First Peoples is the full restoration 
of self-determination, the meaningful return of Country, and economic reparations to fund the 
restoration of Indigenous food sovereignty. First Peoples’ sovereignty was never ceded, and this must 
be recognised in both principle and practice. In Victoria, the ongoing Treaty process, led by the First 
Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria, represents a significant step toward formalising self-determination, 
truth-telling, and new governance arrangements between First Peoples and the state. This process 
highlights the importance of embedding First Peoples’ authority in decisions relating to land, food 
systems, and resource management. 
 
Listening to and following the leadership of First Peoples is essential, particularly as communities 
continue to articulate pathways for reparations, land back, and culturally grounded food and land 
practices. For settlers and allies, meaningful support requires more than acknowledgement. It includes 
building respectful, accountable relationships; prioritising listening over speaking; and ensuring free, 
prior, and informed consent (FPIC) for any initiatives affecting First Peoples. 
 
In practice, this also means standing alongside First Peoples in advocacy efforts, supporting treaty 
processes and land return initiatives, and contributing to the redistribution of resources and decision-
making power. Allies must commit to amplifying First Peoples’ voices rather than substituting their 
own, while engaging in ongoing learning and critical reflection on their roles within entrenched systems 
of power. 
 

Recommendations 

1. Embed First Peoples' authority in food systems governance and decision-making.  
Governments should ensure First Peoples have decision-making authority, not just 
consultation, in policies affecting land, food systems, and resource management, consistent 
with free, prior and informed consent and the self-determination commitments reflected in 
treaty processes such as that led by the First Peoples' Assembly of Victoria.  

2. Support First Peoples' sovereignty through reparations and land access. 
Governments, communities and food collectives should support the meaningful return of 

 
1 https://afsa.org.au/first-peoples-first/  

https://afsa.org.au/first-peoples-first/
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Country, Pay the Rent initiatives, land sharing and land back arrangements, and guaranteed 
access to Country for traditional food practices.  

3. Protect First Peoples' food knowledge and cultural authority.  
Native foods should only be grown or commercialised in collaboration with Traditional 
Custodians, with permission, benefit-sharing and respect for Indigenous cultural protocols, 
backed by regulatory recognition of First Peoples' authority over their food knowledge.  

Food Governance 

The future of Australia’s food system will not be determined by technological innovation or productivity 
gains, but by how decisions about food are made, who is included in those decisions, and whose interests 
are prioritised. Governance is a foundational issue; without inclusive, transparent, and accountable 
governance, efforts to improve food security, sustainability, and public health will remain limited and 
uneven2. 

Australia’s current food governance landscape, with an export and corporate dominance, reflects a long 
history of imbalance and exclusion of small farmers and processors, and First Peoples. Since colonisation, 
the export of agricultural products has been central to Australia's ‘prosperity’, and as such policy has 
consistently privileged large corporate, agribusiness and export-oriented industries, while small-scale 
producers, civil society, and First Peoples’ communities have been marginalised. This concentration of 
power has led to regulatory systems that favour industrial production models, large supermarkets that 
have a duopoly grip on the market, and has seen the further erosion of local, regional and Indigenous 
Peoples' food systems and land stewardship. 

This dominance of specific voices is evident in the establishment of the National Food Council (NFC). 
AFSA3 has been vocal in its criticism of the NFC that is heavily weighted towards corporate actors who 
have dominated the discourse on agricultural futures in Australia. The lack of transparency in the 
formulation of the NFC composition is also mimicked in the consultation processes associated with the 
development of a National Food Security Strategy. AFSA, as the largest, most inclusive representative 
civil society body for small farmers and First Peoples working in the food system, has not been invited, 
or has been actively excluded, from the majority of consultation activities in recent months.  

AFSA does not see this simply as a question of representation, but of power. Food systems governance 
encompasses the institutions, processes, and relationships through which decisions about food are made 
across sectors, including agriculture, health, environment, and trade, and across local to global scales. In 
such an interconnected system, governance shapes whose knowledge is valued, whose voices are heard, 
and who benefits from outcomes. When decision-making is concentrated among a narrow group of 
powerful actors (as it is in Australia), it reinforces inequality and locks in unsustainable practices. By 
contrast, governance that is inclusive, transparent, and participatory can act as a critical lever for more 
equitable and sustainable food systems transformation4. 

International experience demonstrates that better governance is both possible and effective. For 
example, Canada’s Food Policy Advisory Council, established under the Food Policy for Canada in 2019, 
brings together farmers, civil society, industry, and Indigenous representatives to inform national policy. 
Similar structures exist in Brazil with CONSEA5, and with the CSIPM (Civil Society and Indigenous 
Peoples Mechanism) that contributes a voice into the Committee on World Food Security (CFS), of 
which AFSA has been an active voice for many years. These multi-stakeholder structures, that centre the 
voices of Rights-Holders, farmers and Indigenous Peoples, enable more coherent, integrated decision-

 
2 Whole-of-food system governance for transformative change | Nature Food 
3MEDIA RELEASE: AFSA warns National Food Council is “corporate capture dressed up as expertise” 
4 Scaling up civic food utopias in Australia: The challenges of justice and representation  
5 Whole-of-food system governance for transformative change | Nature Food 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s43016-025-01196-x
https://afsa.org.au/media-release-afsa-warns-national-food-council-is-corporate-capture-dressed-up-as-expertise/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/soru.12368
https://www.nature.com/articles/s43016-025-01196-x
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making and help balance competing interests. While no model is perfect, they illustrate that there is 
inherent value of institutionalising participation and cross-sector coordination. 

This submission from AFSA is also an example of good practice in inclusive governance and decision-
making. Drawn from ‘The People’s Food Plan’ (PFP) this submission reflects a democratic, bottom-up 
approach to governance. The People's Food Plan was developed through kitchen table conversations and 
grassroots engagement across the country; it centres lived experience, local knowledge, and community 
priorities. Participants were not merely consulted; they actively shaped the agenda and outcomes. This 
process demonstrates how governance can be participatory, place-based, and grounded in real-world 
complexity. It also highlights that meaningful participation requires time, resources, and a commitment 
to consensus-building, rather than tokenistic consultation and pre-determined outcomes, which seems 
to be the approach taken in the NFC and Feeding Australia Strategy consultation. 

For AFSA, key principles of effective food systems governance require, a) active participation and 
inclusion of a diversity of stakeholders, particularly those rights-holders (like First Peoples and small 
farmers) historically excluded; transparency and accountability, where decision-making processes are 
open and clear and mechanisms exist to manage conflicts; recognition of power dynamics, and 
assumptions it is a level playing field; policy coherence, and coordination across sectors and levels of 
government; and place-based approaches that reflect regional and cultural diversity.  

The current arrangements in Australia fall short on many of these fronts. Fragmentation across 
government departments leads to policy incoherence, while the concentration of influence among 
corporate actors limits the potential for transformative change. Without reform, there is a significant risk 
that new strategies will entrench existing inequities rather than address them. 

Ultimately, food system outcomes are not inevitable; they are the result of governance choices. By 
prioritising democratic participation, transparency, and accountability, Australia has the opportunity to 
build a food system that works for people, communities, and the environment, not just for those with 
the greatest economic power to reinforce the business as usual approach. To ensure that Australia’s food 
system is equitable, resilient, and sustainable, governance reform must be a priority.  

Recommendations 

1. Support collective organising for food system change. 
Mechanisms should be created to resource and support communities to form local collectives 
and democratically constituted organisations that advocate for socially just, ecologically sound 
food and farming systems.  
 

2. Increase community participation in food policy decisions. 
Governments should create meaningful opportunities for communities, small-scale farmers, 
First Peoples and civil society to participate in food policy consultation and decision-making. 
 

3. Promote democratic and community-led food governance. 
Food governance should be shaped by grassroots participation, kitchen table conversations, 
local organising, farmer-to-farmer networks and community-led advocacy, rather than being 
dominated by corporate interests. 

Right to Food 
Food is a fundamental human right, “the right of every individual, alone or in community with others, to 
have physical and economic access at all times to sufficient, adequate and culturally acceptable food that 
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is produced and consumed sustainably, preserving access to food for future generations”6. It is essential 
to recognize the right to food as Governments and organisations have responsibilities to respect, protect, 
and fulfill this right. The efforts of both state and non-state actors are crucial to achieving the right to 
food. This right is closely linked to food justice, which is a central aspect of the Right to Food, and is 
reflected in the ‘food for people’ pillar of food sovereignty.  
 
Food Justice represents ‘a transformation of the current food system, including but not limited to 
eliminating disparities and inequities.’7 It demands an acknowledgement of the racial, class, gender, 
ability and political inequalities historically designed into our food system.8 For example, local food 
movements urging households to eat fresh food must account for low-income neighbourhoods who have 
been systematically deprived of access to healthy and sustainable food. Food justice is a key theoretical 
framework to understand the intersectional nature of inequity in the food system and to explore how 
communities can create environmentally sustainable and socially just alternatives.  
 
Interrogating the root causes of food insecurity necessitates an examination not only of the structures of 
the food system, but of society itself. It demands we ask why society as a whole does not take 
responsibility to ensure that everyone can live a dignified life. This submission seeks to address the power 
imbalances that prevent the majority, who believe everyone deserves a dignified life, from realising that 
vision. It outlines systemic and practical measures to strengthen food security for all Australians, 
beginning with the provision of a Universal (or Unconditional) Basic Income (UBI). 
 
The Plan provides definitions and explorations of some key areas of concern in the Right to Food, 
including distinctions between food security and food sovereignty approaches to ending hunger and 
obesity, a focus on first foods for infants and young children, and the inalienable human right to water. 
Turning to priority populations, the Plan proposes grassroots and institutional solutions to the 
disenfranchisement of refugee and asylum seekers entering the Australian food system, and examines 
the failures of institutional food environments (schools, aged care, hospitals, prisons, and transport hubs) 
before offering peoples’ actions and recommendations to institutions and governments.  
 
This submission addresses key dimensions of the Right to Food and food justice in Australia, including 
the distinction between food security and food sovereignty approaches to ending hunger and diet-related 
disease. It highlights critical areas for policy attention, such as the importance of culturally appropriate 
and nutritionally adequate first foods for infants and young children, and the recognition of access to 
safe, clean water as a fundamental and inalienable human right. 
 
Particular attention is given to priority populations who experience systemic exclusion within the food 
system, including refugees and people seeking asylum. Structural barriers to accessing affordable, 
appropriate, and dignified food must be addressed through both community-led and institutional 
responses. Of note are persistent shortcomings in institutional food environments, including schools, 
aged care, hospitals, prisons, and transport settings, where food provision often fails to meet basic 
standards of nutrition, cultural appropriateness, and dignity. 
 

 
6 De Schutter, O. (2014) Final Report: The transformative potential of the right to food. Presented to the 25th Session of the 
UN Human Rights Council, United Nations General Assembly 
7 Gottlieb and Joshi, 2010 (p.9) 
8  Alkon & Agyeman, 2011 
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In Australia, at the federal level, no defined domestic laws and procedures guarantee that food is a human 
right.9 As it is not legislated, no government body has clear roles and responsibilities for this right. 
Equally, the government cannot be held legally responsible for failing to adequately protect, respect and 
fulfil the human right to food.10 11 In addition to the right to food not being explicitly included in any 
national law, Australia stands out as the only democratic country in the world that does not have a 
national bill of rights.12 As a result, there is no legal avenue to seek recourse through the Human Rights 
Commission if this right is not fulfilled. This legal vacuum limits the ability to address violations related 
to the right to food at the national level and hinders the implementation of food security as a protected 
right. Several researchers and academics13 14 have suggested that a rights-based approach must be 
adopted to protect the right to food and offer more effective solutions by promoting fair access to food 
for all people, especially those in remote and regional communities, and integrating clear and systematic 
mechanisms to monitor food insecurity and promote coordinated food and nutrition policies. Greater 
government involvement is necessary to effectively oversee food security, especially through the 
implementation of legislative and policy frameworks grounded in the human right to food.15 Although 
the right to food is not constitutionally protected, governments can still create and promote policies that 
ensure access to safe, nutritious, and sufficient food for all, including through national food security 
strategies. 

Recommendations 

1. Formally recognise and implement the Right to Food in policy and legislation.  
Australia currently lacks any defined domestic laws or procedures that guarantee food as a 
human right, and no government body holds clear responsibility for its protection, respect, or 
fulfilment. Establishing a legislative framework would close this gap, enable accountability, and 
provide avenues for redress where this right is not met.  

2. Develop a national, rights-based framework for food and nutrition policy. 
Australia has no clear legal pathway to enforce the Right to Food. A rights-based approach 
would strengthen coordination across jurisdictions, embed equity in food systems governance, 
and support consistent monitoring and reporting on food insecurity, particularly in remote and 
regional communities.  
 

3. Allocate clear institutional responsibility and accountability across government. 
Greater federal leadership is required to oversee food security through integrated legislative 
and policy instruments grounded in the Right to Food, including incorporation into national 

 
9 Lindberg R, Barbour L, Godrich S. A rights-based approach to food security in Australia. Vol. 32, Health Promotion Journal 
of Australia. John Wiley and Sons Inc; 2021. p. 6-12.  
10 De Schutter O. Report of the special rapporteur on the right to food on his mission to Canada (6 to 16 May 2012). 2012  
11 Booth S. Food Banks in Australia: Discouraging the Right to Food. In: Riches G, Silvasti T, editors. First World Hunger 
Revisited: Food Charity or the Right to Food. 2nd ed. New York: Palgrave Macmillan; 2014. p. 15–28  
12 Australian Human Rights Commission. How are human rights protected in Australian law? [Internet]. Available from: 
https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/rights-and-freedoms/how-are-human-rights-protected-australian-law# 
13 Booth S, Whelan J. Hungry for change: The food banking industry in Australia. British Food Journal. 2014 Aug 
26;116(9):1392–404. 
14 Sampson D, Cely-Santos M, Gemmill-Herren B, Babin N, Bernhart A, Bezner Kerr R, et al. Food Sovereignty and Rights-
Based Approaches Strengthen Food Security and Nutrition Across the Globe: A Systematic Review. Vol. 5, Frontiers in 
Sustainable Food Systems. Frontiers Media S.A.; 2021. 
15 Carey R, Murphy M. Unpacking “the surprise chain”: the governance of food security during the COVID-19 pandemic in 
Melbourne, Australia. Agric Human Values. 2024. 
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strategies such as the Feeding Australia Strategy.  
 

4. Shift from food security to food sovereignty approaches. 
Move beyond narrow food security frameworks toward food sovereignty approaches that 
prioritise local control, cultural appropriateness, and ecological sustainability, while aligning 
with human rights obligations.  
 

5. Guarantee culturally appropriate food in institutional settings.  
Introduce national standards and enforceable accountability mechanisms to ensure locally and 
culturally relevant, agroecologically grown food is provided in institutional settings, including 
schools, aged care, hospitals, prisons, and transport hubs.  
 

6. Ensure equitable food access for refugees and people seeking asylum.  
Introduce targeted, rights-based policies that remove structural barriers and support 
community-led food initiatives for refugees and people seeking asylum. 

Land and water use (Planning Law) 
AFSA and allies recognise the impact of colonisation on First Peoples, and the colonial histories that 
dispossessed them, which continue to this day. We know that the role of farmers in the settler-colonial 
invasion has a direct and ongoing impact on that dispossession, as settler-colonialism is a ‘structure’ and 
‘not an event’.16 In our considerations of relations with the state around land and water use, settler 
farmers acknowledge we are also in relations with the Land and all on it, including the Traditional 
Custodians of the unceded Lands on which we farm. As we fight for autonomy and self-determination 
to enact agroecology on and with the lands we farm, so we commit to the struggle for First Peoples’ 
self-determination and right to Country.  
 
Agroecology is a science, practice and movement that incorporates Indigenous knowledge systems with 
ecological principles to enable ecologically-sound and equitable food systems. Along with the food 
sovereignty pillars, this concept underpins this submission recommendations for land and water policy 
in response to the consequences of the ongoing loss of small-scale farmers and need to support them 
for their critical work in combating climate change, protecting and promoting biodiversity and social 
justice, and respecting First Peoples’ sovereignty. Key issues identified in regards to planning provisions 
for land and water use include: 

● Land access and secure tenure  
● Protecting agricultural land 
● Urban and peri-urban food production 
● Scale-appropriate planning controls 

 
Although the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) and the UN Declaration 
on the Rights of Peasants (UNDROP) assure the rights of First Peoples and smallholders to secure 
tenure and access to land managed by communities as commons, these rights are not upheld in the 
colonial state of Australia. Where the UN has long recognised the significant role played by First 
Peoples and peasants in maintaining biodiversity and healthy ecosystems, Australian land and water use 

 
16 Ford L, Roberts DA. Settlement and Dispossession. In: Cane P, Ford L, McMillan M, eds. The Cambridge Legal History of 
Australia. Cambridge University Press; 2022:305-327 and Christopher Mayes in Cultivating a nation: why the mythos of the 
Australian farmer is problematic, The Conversation, 2019. 

https://theconversation.com/cultivating-a-nation-why-the-mythos-of-the-australian-farmer-is-problematic-106517
https://theconversation.com/cultivating-a-nation-why-the-mythos-of-the-australian-farmer-is-problematic-106517
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policy does not reflect this. At the same time that legislation allows the wealthiest industries to tighten 
control over agricultural land, it sells even more off to wealthy individuals as governments allow peri-
urban encroachment of lifestyle blocks and outdated fortress conservation approaches to re-zoning 
farmland while excluding even agroecological stewards from healing Country while farming in harmony 
with Nature.  
 
Today, the corporatisation of the food system in Australia is exacerbated by a decreasing number of 
farms, an ageing rural population combined with a diminishing number of small scale and family farms 
and a productivist and export-led agenda. 
 
Finally, the cognitive dissonance that leads governments to ‘protect’ land via the planning provisions 
from those it privileges in ownership leads to perverse outcomes for smallholders, who face significant 
barriers to farming and rural industry on smallholdings due to scale-inappropriate planning controls on 
everything from raising pastured pigs and poultry and growing lettuce for the local farmers’ market to 
building micro-abattoirs and opening farm gate shops.  
 
As a solidarity building movement, we advocate for devolving decision making to First Peoples, 
smallholders and local communities to increase autonomy and self determination - rights assured in 
UNDRIP and UNDROP. We also advocate a scaled approach to planning controls that takes into 
account the low risk to environment, amenity and public health of human-scale systems exchanging or 
selling through direct supply chains to local communities. There are examples of a range of community 
and policy approaches to protecting agricultural land, from the introduction of local taxes to enable 
shires to purchase and maintain valuable agricultural land and protect it from inappropriate 
development, to the establishment of agrarian trusts by communities committed to keeping land in 
commons. There is also an example of a community working positively with their local council to 
ensure the right to grow and exchange nutritious food is upheld by growing on neighbourhood verges 
(or nature strips), with consideration for pedestrian and vehicle safety through shared decision making. 

Recommendations 

1. Advocate for planning reforms that support small-scale food production. 
Planning reforms should enable small-scale farming, verge gardens, food hubs, farm-gate sales 
and local food infrastructure, with accessible mechanisms for communities to shape those 
decisions.  
 

2. Protect agricultural land from development and extraction. 
Governments should protect farmland from loss to residential development, resource 
extraction and other land-degrading uses, and create mechanisms for communities to oppose 
such losses and keep agricultural land available for food production.  
 

3. Embed agroecology and First Peoples’ Land as Law in education and planning. 
Governments should support the teaching of First Peoples' Land as Law, agroecology and the 
role of scale in planning regulation, including in schools and universities and especially in 
relation to small-scale and pastured livestock farming.  
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Water 
For millennia, water has been held in the soil and landscape. This has been steadily decreasing over 
time due to the introduction of colonial agriculture systems, including sheep, cattle, monocultures of 
annual crops (many ill suited to a water scarce continent and most exported for profit for the few), and 
a disregard for First Peoples’ land management practices. 
 
While climate change threatens the availability and safety of inland water sources, colonial capitalist 
agriculture systems are still supported by government policy (and funding) to export more than 72 
percent of what is produced here. Water is extracted by corporations at very low expense to be bottled 
in plastic and sold to distant communities for immense profits at the expense of the water security of 
local communities, in particular First Peoples, Country and farmers. It is not only inland waters abused 
by colonial systems - industrial aquaculture is killing marine and coastal ecosystems as governments 
prioritise growing the ‘blue economy’ over assuring Blue Justice. 
 
In addition to assuring the rights of First Peoples, smallholders and local communities, this submission 
fundamentally rejects the treatment of water as a commodity and asserts access to water as a human 
right, and water as having the right to exist and to flow as a right of Nature.  

Recommendations 

1. Promote household and community water conservation. 
Rebates and infrastructure should be established to support households and communities to 
conserve water, including rainwater tanks, household water reuse, food scrap composting and 
reducing reliance on bottled water, building resilience in the face of water scarcity.  

 
2. Centre First Peoples in water governance. 

Governments should ensure water management centres First Peoples and recognises their 
cultural, ecological and sovereign relationships with water systems.  
 

3. Protect water systems from pollution and industrial harm. 
Governments should protect rivers, lakes, aquifers and marine ecosystems from damaging 
developments, and support farmers and fishers who use low-impact, agroecological or 
aquaecological practices, including by enabling communities to oppose harmful projects.  

Biodiversity is Biosecurity 
Australian biosecurity strategies are limited to surveillance and control, completely ignoring prevention 
of the sources of biosecurity threats. Prevention does not begin at the border or the farm gate, it 
begins on the farm. Many emergent diseases such as novel porcine and avian influenza are born of 
intensive livestock production17. 
 
Imperial expansion and colonial ‘development’ are the original invasive systems that have led to a 
catastrophic loss of biodiversity and First Peoples’ traditional biocultural knowledges and practices, and 
consequent increasing biosecurity threats. Any strategy that seeks to understand the growing threats to 
ecosystems, cultures, and economies must put First Peoples first to centre their right to self-

 
17 Wallace, et al. 2021 (p. 195) 
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determination and Country, and learn from traditional knowledges how Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islanders propose to act.  
 
So long as governments continue to scope biosecurity strategies with narrowly conceived categories of 
management of exotic and established exotic pests, weeds, and diseases, they fail to take a systems 
approach that acknowledges the complex interactions between species in ecosystems, and the history 
of colonial Invasion that brings us to the current vulnerable state of Australia’s food and agriculture 
systems. This submission takes an evidence-based approach to analyse the well-understood role of 
industrial agriculture in loss of biodiversity and the consequent increase in biosecurity threats, with a 
particular focus on the most damaging impacts of intensive livestock production. It rejects the 
financialisation of nature and its role in furthering the same colonial capitalist systems that have caused 
the losses, focusing on the urgent need to reform production models away from monocultures to 
diversified agro-ecosystems. Finally, it includes recommendations for all Australians to consider the role 
of exotic domestic species and how we can reduce the devastating impacts on native species caused by 
household pets, horses, rabbits and more responsible management at home and on farms.  

Recommendations 

1. Support biodiverse farming and gardening practices. 
Funding and resources should be directed toward farmers, households and communities to 
grow diverse plants, protect pollinators, save seeds, support rare and heritage breeds, and move 
away from industrial monoculture production.  

 
2. Reduce biosecurity risks by moving away from intensive livestock systems. 

Governments should shift support and incentives away from intensive confinement systems 
toward small-scale, mixed-species, pasture-based farms that are less vulnerable to widespread 
disease outbreaks, enabling farmers and consumers to make that transition.  
 

3. Strengthen community protection of local ecosystems. 
Governments should resource communities to organise seed swaps, community gardens, 
agroecology dialogues and biodiversity projects, and to reduce harm from pets, horses and 
other domestic animals on native species.  

Value Chain 
In terms of control of the food system, value chain infrastructure is held in even fewer hands than land 
in Australia. This consolidation has been happening steadily since the neoliberalisation of policy 
commenced in earnest in the 1980s, devolving protection of the public good to actors in free markets. 
The dairy industry is a salient example of what happens when the government abandons social 
democratic policy in favour of neoliberalism–in 1980 there were 21,994 dairy farms nationally, in 2022 
just 4,42018 remained, and by 2016 just five companies processed 79 percent of Australian milk by 
volume.19 Abattoirs have gone through a very similar consolidation of ownership, leading to many 
smallholders losing access to slaughter options as large industrial abattoirs refuse to process private kills 
in favour of their own vertically-integrated operations.  
 

 
18 Dairy Australia Limited, 2015 
19 Robertson, n.d. 
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Further downstream, the retail sale of food is even more heavily dominated by just two corporations - 
Coles and Woolworths - who own 64 percent of the grocery market. The scale, length and complexity 
of supply chains, and profit motives of these actors leads to pressure on farmers and shameful waste of 
more food than is needed to feed hungry Australians every day. In the native food industry, just 1 
percent of native foods are sold by First Peoples, as the supply chain is almost wholly controlled by 
non-indigenous actors.  
 
The gig economy is another emerging value chain concern as a mostly unregulated, informal sector 
composed often of migrant workers barely earning a livelihood in often unsafe working environments, 
while small businesses give up another proportion of meagre revenues to corporate profit. In fact, there 
is a persistent gap between the intended benefits of the PALM scheme and the lived realities of 
workers, particularly in relation to fair remuneration, safe working and living conditions, and effective 
access to rights and remedies. Structural power imbalances, limited transparency, and inconsistent 
enforcement of existing standards continue to undermine worker protection across the value chain. 
Strengthening oversight, accountability, and worker agency is essential. In this context, the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural Areas (UNDROP) 
provides a relevant normative framework that could guide more robust protections, and its formal 
endorsement and application would support a more rights-based approach to safeguarding farm 
workers in Australia. 
 
While the government largely leaves regulation of markets to market players, it also invites the biggest 
players to its decision making tables, reducing opportunities for smallholders and local communities to 
influence reforms in the processing and distribution sectors of food systems. This submission advocates 
for greater community control to rebuild local processing infrastructure and self-organised participation 
in the decision-making processes to get there, proposing that governments have primarily an enabling 
role in funding collaborative and cooperative projects that benefit local communities.  

Recommendations 

1. Support direct and local food distribution models. 
Funding and enabling mechanisms should be established for CSAs, farmers' markets, food 
hubs, farm-gate sales, food co-ops, box schemes, Reko rings and multi-farm cooperatives that 
keep value with farmers and local communities.  
 

2. Reduce dependence on supermarkets and corporate middlemen. 
Governments should implement policies that minimise supermarket concentration, so that 
consumers can more readily buy directly from farmers, farmer-controlled cooperatives and 
independent producers, keeping more money and control with small-scale food producers.  

 
3. Build community-controlled processing and distribution infrastructure. 

Small-scale farmers, bakers, butchers and other independent producers should be funded and 
enabled to collectivise and create local processing, distribution and marketing systems.  

Food Safety 
Australia has a very low incidence of food safety outbreaks, and AFSA seeks to maintain this food 
safety track record, while highlighting the disproportionate compliance burden placed on small-and 
medium-scale food businesses.  
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In most cases, small- and medium-scale food businesses are asked to meet the same standards as large-
scale food businesses and importers. For example, in NSW, where a pasture-based egg producer is 
grading 100 eggs per day by hand for local consumption within days (not weeks like industrial eggs), 
they have to undergo an identical accreditation process to an industrial battery farm producing 
hundreds of thousands of eggs per day. This calls for a decreased regulatory burden and small-flock 
exemptions.  

It is important to note that many small- and medium- scale food producers are also food businesses, 
who conduct processing and retailing of food, often selling direct to consumers. Therefore, the risk 
points that arise in the conventional industrial supply chain are vastly reduced, due to shorter supply 
chains resulting in less cold-chain risks and potential contamination points, as well as increased 
traceability. 

Australia’s food safety regime has a narrow focus on things that might kill you quickly (e.g. pathogens), 
entirely ignoring the plethora of things that are killing people slowly, such as highly hazardous 
pesticides and ultra-processed foods. While this submission does not advocate a lax approach to food 
safety, it does firmly propose a systemic look at what makes food systems and the food they produce 
unsafe.  

As with all aspects of this submission, this section puts forward the need to not only consult with 
smallholders, First Peoples and local communities, but to collaborate and empower civil society to 
collectively determine our own food and agriculture systems in small-scale direct and transparent local 
food economies. The case studies showcase two of Australia’s best cheesemakers, who have pioneered 
a fledgling raw milk cheese industry, showing that the orthodoxy of sterility in food safety regimes is 
not the only safe path to food production, and is often a less delicious way that erodes smallholder and 
community autonomy in the food system.  

Australia's native food industry is a growing sector with significant export potential, underpinned by 
Indigenous knowledge systems that the Australian Government has named a National Science and 
Research Priority. Yet Indigenous participation across the sector is comparatively low. While there are a 
number of systemic barriers that create this disparity, regulatory barriers within food safety frameworks 
are well positioned to be reformed through the National Food Security Strategy. 

Current food safety frameworks require documented evidence to establish a history of safe use before 
a traditionally used food can enter commercial markets. Second-hand accounts in explorers' journals 
and colonial-era records are accepted as valid evidence, while the oral knowledge held by Traditional 
Owners, accumulated across tens of thousands of years of continuous use, is not. This is not a neutral 
evidentiary standard. It is an epistemological mismatch that devalues traditional practice and 
knowledge systems and actively prevents First Peoples and their enterprises from developing economic 
opportunities on their own terms. 

Food Standards Australia New Zealand has acknowledged it lacks both the mandate and operational 
mechanisms to recognise First Peoples food expertise. The National Food Security Strategy should 
direct FSANZ to develop a dedicated assessment pathway for traditionally used foods that recognises 
oral evidence, centres First Peoples authority over knowledge validation, and closes the public health 
liability gap in the current self-assessment system. This would contribute to unlocking the participation 
of First Peoples in a growing native foods industry, bring a broader range of native foods to domestic 
and international markets, and therefore strengthen the integrity of the food safety system, while 
delivering on the government's own whole-of-government commitments to elevating Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander knowledge systems. 
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Recommendations 

1. Recognise oral evidence in food safety assessments of traditionally used foods. 

Direct FSANZ to develop a dedicated assessment pathway for traditionally used foods that 

recognises oral evidence as a valid basis for history-of-safe-use determinations, developed in 

genuine partnership with First Peoples. 

 

2. Embed First Peoples' food expertise in regulatory governance.  

Recommend that FSANZ establish formal representation of First Peoples' food expertise 

within its governance structures, consistent with the agency's own acknowledged 

operational gap.  

 

3. Name regulatory reform as a cross-portfolio commitment.  

Name regulatory reform for traditionally used foods as a cross-portfolio commitment within 

the National Food Security Strategy, consistent with the government's National Science and 

Research Priority to elevate First Peoples' knowledge systems. 

4. Introduce scale-appropriate food safety regulation for small-scale producers. 
Governments should reduce the disproportionate compliance burden on small- and 
medium-scale food businesses by introducing scale-appropriate standards and exemptions, 
such as small-flock exemptions, that reflect the lower risk profile of short, traceable supply 
chains. 

5. Broaden the food safety regime to address slow harms. 
Food safety policy should look beyond acute risks such as pathogens to address the systemic 
harms that affect health over time, including highly hazardous pesticides and ultra-
processed foods, taking a whole-of-system view of what makes food unsafe. 

6. Recognise oral evidence in food safety assessments of traditionally used foods. 
Direct FSANZ to develop a dedicated assessment pathway for traditionally used foods that 
recognises oral evidence as a valid basis for history-of-safe-use determinations, developed in 
genuine partnership with First Peoples. 

 

Animal Welfare 
To enhance animal welfare in farming systems, we must shift away from commodity-based, export-
focused agriculture. Climate change and the recent COVID-19 pandemic have brought to the fore the 
key arguments AFSA has made historically against industrial livestock where large numbers of animals 
kept in confined spaces are a breeding ground for emerging zoonotic diseases. The increase in public 
concern over animal welfare has also called into question whether animal agriculture is able to adapt to 
and mitigate climate change and to address cruelty. AFSA’s role in this discourse has been to raise 
public awareness about alternatives to industrial farming such as agroecology and regenerative 
agriculture, to enhance animal welfare and restore degraded agricultural land. We advocate on behalf 
of pastured livestock farmers, where animals are managed in ways that respect their natural instincts, 
and that actively enhance pasture by allowing animals to graze and disturb an area, which is then left to 
recover before animals are reintroduced.  
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This approach comes full circle to underscore the value of all life on land and in water under 
agroecological farming systems. Every being within an ecosystem plays a critical role in healing Country 
and nourishing communities through the provision of food that is grown and produced in a way that is 
ethical, socially-just and ecologically-sound. Australian agriculture and water policy has a long way to go 
to enhance animal welfare on land, as well as marine and terrestrial waters. We believe the opportunity 
should be taken to explore ways to protect freedom of speech and animal welfare to reflect the change 
in social licence in this area and note that this is an issue that is being debated across a number of 
Australian jurisdictions and internationally. 
 
This submission advocates for better government regulation of animal industries that requires 
adherence to the Universal Declaration on Animal Welfare, and that implements upstream elements of 
One Health approaches. Systemically, it advocates for an end to intensive livestock production - a 
source of animal misery and significant public health and environmental risks, including the rise of 
zoonotic disease and future pandemics. It also calls for inclusion of democratically elected 
representatives of smallholders and civil society in decision making bodies around animal welfare. The 
case studies offer examples of highest welfare animal husbandry on small-scale agroecological farms.  

Recommendations 

1. Support small-scale, ethical animal farming. 
Market access and procurement pathways should be established so consumers can choose 
higher-welfare meat, eggs, poultry, dairy and other animal products from small-scale farmers 
through CSAs, farm-gate sales and farmers' markets.  
 

2. Reduce support for industrial animal production. 
Governments should reduce subsidies and regulatory support for industrial animal production, 
including caged eggs, caged chicken, industrial pork and imported farmed fish linked to poor 
welfare outcomes, making it easier for individuals and communities to avoid them.  
 

3. Educate communities about small-scale versus industrial livestock systems 
Public education should be supported and resourced through animal welfare organisations, 
schools, universities and farmers to raise awareness of the welfare differences between 
pastured agroecological farming and intensive industrial livestock farming.  

Technology 

Technology is evolving rapidly across agriculture, driven by AI, automation, and digital platforms. It is 
increasingly framed as inevitable, neutral, and the primary solution to food system challenges. 
Technology is now cross‑cutting across the entire food system and is being deployed with limited 
public scrutiny, without consulting those who it will impact the most. This techno‑optimism obscures 
the reality that technology is not neutral; it is shaped by power and reinforces existing inequalities. 

A dominant narrative claims that high‑tech innovation is necessary to “feed the world.” Yet there is 
already enough food to feed 11 billion people, and 70% of this is produced by smallholders using just 
30% of agricultural land, while industrial agriculture uses 70% of land to produce only 30%. The 
problem is not insufficient production but inequitable distribution, waste, and governance failures. 
Rather than doubling down on technocratic fixes, governments should prioritise reducing waste by 



AFSA: Peoples Food Plan:  Submission to Feeding Australia Strategy 

 
19 

producing food closer to where it is consumed; promoting diversity in production, processing and 
distribution; decentralising food systems; and moving away from chemical‑intensive monocultures. 

Despite this, Global North institutions continue to promote high‑tech “false solutions”—GMOs, 
lab‑grown meat, hydroponic intensification, and digital agriculture—each of which further entrenches 
centralised, corporate‑controlled food systems. This submission calls for adherence to the precautionary 
principle, rejecting technologies that put “profits before planet and people,” and advocating for 
technology justice: where control, decision‑making, privacy and autonomy remain with First Peoples, 
smallholders and local communities. 

Digital agriculture exemplifies these risks. It is underpinned by “datafication”, where everything is 
turned into data for profit, enabling agribusiness and tech corporations to consolidate control over 
seeds, inputs, analytics, and markets. Farmers face new lock‑ins through proprietary platforms, coercive 
leasing agreements, and loss of data sovereignty. Precision tools can create “precision traps,” making 
farmers dependent on algorithms, and “precision divides,” privileging industrial monocultures over 
agroecological systems. These dynamics mirror earlier agricultural revolutions that shifted power from 
communities to corporations, embedding relationships based on power and control, to enable 
extraction, exploitation, and the theft of individual and cultural knowledge and data. Digital agriculture 
strengthens the path dependency towards industrial monocultures, and the consequent homogenisation 
in plant and animal genetic material, which result in poor quality food and health epidemics,20 while 
widespread deforestation contributes to the rising threat from zooptic disease. 

This includes the violent legacy of agricultural chemicals, which emerged as a biproduct of the Second 
World War, and the ongoing harms of GMOs, which undermine seed sovereignty and expose 
communities to poorly understood health and ecological risks. Ultra‑Processed Foods (UPFs), produced 
by powerful transnational corporations, further degrade public health, displace local food cultures, and 
drive monocultural commodity production. This submission rejects GMOs, agricultural chemicals, and 
UPFs as toxic, undemocratic, and unnecessary features of industrial agriculture, calling for strong 
regulation to protect public health, especially children. 

Emerging technologies also rely on extractive supply chains, including critical minerals, water‑intensive 
data centres, and mining on Indigenous land. Recent reporting also highlights the impacts data centres 
are having on Australia’s energy transition, dominating new supply needs and extracting huge amounts 
of water that would otherwise be for agricultural production or to support struggling waterways21. 
Digital systems also risk appropriating Indigenous knowledge and digital sequence information, 
undermining cultural rights and seed sovereignty. 

A just approach to agricultural technology must centre farmer‑led and Indigenous‑led design, strong 
data sovereignty protections, and governance frameworks that prevent corporate capture. Technology 
should strengthen food sovereignty, not reinforce industrial agriculture’s dominance.  

Recommendations 

1. Apply a food sovereignty test to agricultural technology. 

 
20 IPES-Food, 2016 
21https://www.greenpeace.org.au/static/planet4-australiapacific-stateless/2026/05/1032fdf5-data-centres-report-
greenpeace.pdf 
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New food and agriculture technologies should be assessed against food sovereignty principles, 
asking whether they are ethical, ecologically sound, socially just, culturally determined, 
nutritious and democratic.  
 

2. Protect seeds, breeds and food knowledge from corporate control. 
Governments should protect seeds, breeds and food knowledge from corporate control, 
supporting communities to maintain seed swapping, local seed banks, heritage breeds and 
farmer control over genetic resources so they stay in the public domain.  
 

3. Reject technologies that deepen corporate control of food systems. 
Governments should reject and regulate against technologies that deepen corporate control of 
food systems, including GMOs, digital agriculture, ag-tech monopolies, ultra-processed food 
technologies and corporate partnerships, alongside universities and communities working to 
challenge them.  

The Solution: Agroecology 

The industrial system proposes to address the cascading crises of climate change, biodiversity loss, 
hunger and obesity, poverty, and biosecurity threats with more technology and the development of 
new so-called environmental markets (carbon and biodiversity being the primary markets, but with 
recent additions of reef credits and plastic credits22 joining the list of false solutions). This increasing 
financialisation of nature is worse than band-aids on cancer, it is fighting cancer with cancer. The 
current economic system is fundamentally inequitable - capitalism is built on the exploitation of land 
and labour and the endless pursuit of profit (as opposed to livelihood). Agroecology, on the other hand, 
mends the ‘metabolic rift’23 created by capitalism, by healing farmers’ and local communities’ relations 
with land and each other.  

Overwhelming evidence shows ‘that a transition to an agriculture based on agroecological principles 
would not only provide rural families with significant social, economic, and environmental benefits, but 
would also feed the world, equitably and sustainably’.24 The Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
has identified the ways that agroecology can bring solutions to several SDGs, including:  

● SDG 2: Zero Hunger 
● SDG 1: No Poverty 
● SDG 3: Climate Action 
● SDG 15: Biodiversity 
● SDG 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth 
● SDG 5: Gender Equality, and 
● SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities.25 

 
22 Green Collar, 2022 
23 Foster 1999 
24 Nicholls and Altieri 2018 (pg. 1): FAO 2015; IAASTD 2009; IPES-Food 2016 
25 Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations, 2023 
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The evidence base is strong enough that agroecological principles are now also embedded in the 
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework adopted by nearly 200 countries at COP15 in 
December 2022.26    

AFSA members practise agroecology and regenerative farming, with most increasingly aligning 
themselves with agroecology - a scientifically and experientially justified practice of agriculture that is 
sensitive to the ecosystems in which it is situated and that fosters the democratic participation of all 
peoples in the food system. Its original and still predominant practitioners are Indigenous Peoples and 
peasant smallholders the world over.  

Degrowth and Connectivity: small-scale farming already feeds the world 
 
Around 70 percent of food in the world is grown by small-scale food producers on small plots of land, 
with the remaining 30 percent grown by large-scale industrial farms,27 which are responsible for 75 
percent of ecological destruction from farming.28 Beyond farming, 20 percent of the world’s population 
uses 80 percent of its resources.29 Clearly the Minority World (aka the Global North) is using more than 
its share, and something has to change.  
 
Agroecology promotes the ‘radical abundance’ which ensures sufficiency for all possible through 
degrowth, ‘demanding the “end of the scarcity capitalism produces through waste, hoarding, and 
privatisation”.30 This form of abundance is ‘radically different from the bourgeois form of material 
wealth that is inevitably based on ever-increasing productivity and endless mass consumption of 
commodities’.31 Central to degrowth is the principle of connectivity, which ensures proximity and trust 
between producers and eaters through fair and short (often direct) supply chains, and by re-embedding 
food systems in local economies.   
 
This submission offers the peoples’ way towards a socially-just and ecologically-sound world that deals 
justly with future generations. Together, we’ve got this.  

Recommendations 

1. Make agroecology central to education and public action. 
Governments should embed the 13 principles of agroecology across education and public 
policy, resourcing schools, universities and communities to integrate them into science, 
agriculture, environment, law, public health, nutrition, civics and food education.  
 

2. Support farmer-to-farmer and community knowledge sharing. 
Governments and institutions should support agroecology dialogues, communities of practice, 
farm visits, farmer-led research and horizontal knowledge exchange.  
 

3. Use agroecology to rebuild local food systems. 

 
26 Convention on Biological Diversity, 2022 
27 Shiva, 2017 
28 ibid 
29 Friends of the Earth Austria, 2009  
30 Saito, 2022. (p.232) 
31 ibid. 
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Agroecology should guide food production, community gardens, local markets, school 
programs, university research, public procurement and collective advocacy for socially just and 
ecologically sound food systems. 
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Glossary 
 
Agroecology: a scientific discipline that uses ecological theory to study, design, manage and evaluate 
agricultural systems that are productive but also resource conserving. Agroecological research considers 
interactions of all important biophysical, technical and socioeconomic components of farming systems 
and regards these systems as the fundamental units of study, where mineral cycles, energy 
transformations, biological processes and socioeconomic relationships are analysed as a whole in an 
interdisciplinary fashion.32 
 
Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation:  a specific type of large-scale industrial agricultural facility 
that raises animals, usually at high-density, for the consumption of meat, eggs, or milk.33 
 
Community-supported agriculture (CSA): a solidarity economy where eaters become members of a 
farm and accept the risks of the farm along with the rewards by making a commitment to accept what 
they are fed for a season or a year, often paying for the whole season in advance.  
 
Custodial ethic: ‘an ancient reciprocal relationship with nature; an ethic of looking after, stewardship, 
caring for, and the obligation to look after land.’34 
 
False solutions: measures that propose to address climate change, biodiversity loss, and other global 
crises that fail to address the root of the social and ecological crises caused by colonial capitalism 
 
Food security: all people, at all times, have physical, social, and economic access to sufficient, safe, and 
nutritious food that meets their food preferences and dietary needs for an active and healthy life.35 
 
Food sovereignty: asserts the right of peoples to nourishing and culturally-appropriate food produced in 
ethical and ecologically-sound ways, and their right to collectively determine their own food and 
agriculture systems.36 
 
Genetically-modified organisms: organisms which contain DNA that has been altered using genetic 
engineering.37 
 
Heirloom seeds: Heirloom seeds are open-pollinated - which means they are pollinated by natural 
means such as insects, birds of wind -, not genetically-modified, and therefore genetically-diverse.38  
 

 
32 http://agroeco.org/  
33 Hribar, 2010 
34 Graham, 2013 (p.2) 
35 United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation, 2006 
36 http://afsa.org.au/about/ 
37 https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/genetically-modified-organisms/  
38 https://www.diggers.com.au/pages/what-are-heirloom-seeds-1  

http://agroeco.org/
http://afsa.org.au/about/
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/genetically-modified-organisms/
https://www.diggers.com.au/pages/what-are-heirloom-seeds-1
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Nature-based solutions: the use of agricultural innovations and technologies enabled by agribusiness to 
claim large amounts of land, forest and water from smallholders and Indigenous Peoples, particularly in 
the Global South.39 
 
One Health: an integrated, unifying approach that aims to sustainably balance and optimise the health 
of people, animals and ecosystems. It recognises the health of humans, domestic and wild animals, 
plants, and the wider environment (including ecosystems) are closely linked and interdependent. 
 
Regenerative agriculture: Regenerative agriculture is an approach to food and farming systems which 
aims to regenerate biodiversity, soil, water and nutrient cycles, economies and communities. 
 
Seed bank:  a place where seeds are stored to preserve genetic diversity for the future.  
 
Seed swapping: a community action to keep seed within the public domain, and out of corporate 
control.  
 
Scale-appropriate planning controls: planning controls which acknowledge the higher risks of large-
scale industrial agriculture, and in turn minimise the burden on smallholders and independent food 
producers. 
 
Sustainable intensification (SI):  process or system where agricultural yields are increased without 
adverse environmental impact and without the conversion of additional non-agricultural land.40 
 
Techno-fix: the use of technology and innovation to address a problem without considering its social, 
economic, political and environmental implications.

 
39 https://www.localfutures.org/an-agribusiness-greenwashing-glossary/  
40 Pretty & Bharucha, 2014 

https://www.localfutures.org/an-agribusiness-greenwashing-glossary/
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