
 

 

 
 
10 August 2012 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Fair food movement calls for genuine public consultation on National Food Plan 
 
The Australian Food Sovereignty Alliance (AFSA), together with the  Youth Food Movement 
(YFM) are calling on the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, Joe Ludwig, to 
ensure that anyone who wants to attend the public consultation on the National Food Plan 
Green Paper is given the opportunity to do so.  
 
Melbourne’s  consultation  was  held  last  night  and  the  ‘full  house’  signs  were  up  weeks  ago.  
This leaves one asking the question – is this about genuine consultation with the Australian 
community, or just another box ticking exercise? 
 
The Sydney consultation, due to be held next week is full, as is the Brisbane meeting which 
isn’t  until  the  end  of  the  month.  This  isn’t  representative  of  genuine  consultation  and  we  are  
calling on the Minister to open up as many meetings as there are people who are interested in 
attending them. 
 
The Australian Food Sovereignty Alliance (AFSA) has been critical of the National Food 
Planning  process  for  some  time  and  this  ‘consultation  process’  is  just  more  evidence  of  core  
failings at its heart.  
 
AFSA President, Michael Croft said – “We   believe   that   Australia   desperately   needs a 
comprehensive and holistic plan for the future of the food system in this country. We feel the 
Green Paper fails magnificently in this regard, and we want to ensure our members and 
supporters are provided with the opportunity to give this feedback directly to the people 
responsible  for  drafting  this  plan.” 
 
Alexandra Iljadica from the Youth Food Movement said – “This is being called a public 
consultation but our supporters - people who were excited about having their say at the 
meeting - are being shut out of the process.” 
 
We are talking about a plan for the future of our food system, a plan central to the future of 
this  country.  There’s  no  room  for  full  house  signs  here,   this  discussion   is   too   important   for  
exclusivity.  
 
 
 
For more information please contact Michael Croft (AFSA): 0413 387 686 or Alexandra 
Iljadica (YFM): 0423 175 654 

http://australian.foodsovereigntyalliance.org/
http://youthfoodmovement.org.au/

