
MEDIA RELEASE                                                   Date of release: 17 December 2010 

For immediate release

‘Big food’ interests dominate new advisory group

Agriculture Minister Joe Ludwig's National Food Policy Advisory Group has missed an opportunity. Its 'big food' members are 

unlikely to promote wider participation or embrace a new vision for the future of food and farming in Australia. With oil and 

phosphates running out and the climate changing, industrial agriculture must evolve into ecological farming systems. 

“We welcome the Minister's initiative in focusing on food sovereignty and security as it is long overdue”, said the Australian Food 

Sovereignty Alliance (AFSA) national spokesperson Michael Croft. 

“However, the membership of this Advisory Group represents the big food production and distribution interests that generate 

problems and crises, not solutions. This Food Council represents the status quo of the existing system – Minister Ludwig has missed 

a real opportunity to introduce an inclusive representation of food networks. If food security is the real issue, who in this group 

speaks for the thousands of Australians who go to bed hungry each night?”

“Chasing ever-higher volumes of food production in a world that produces enough food for over 12 billion people, coupled with a 

system of increasingly concentrated retail ownership, puts farmers in a cost-price bind.  Over the past three decades, Australian 

farmers' real terms of trade and incomes have declined by 80%. It's no surprise that rural suicide and depression are double the 

national average and, since 1965, at least 80,000 farmers in Australia have left the land with the average age of those remaining 

approaching 60.”

“Family and small-scale farming is struggling in this country and around the world, and not only due to droughts and floods; this 

crisis has deep political and economic roots. But, despite the hardships they have endured, family and small-scale farmers are 

leading the way to a sustainable, resilient and food secure future.”

“We urgently need new ways of thinking about food and farming systems which incorporate the  practices of resilience, diversity, 

equity and democracy. This is what AFSA – part of a global movement of more than 300 million people in over 70 countries – 

stands for in Australia and globally.”  

“We call on Minister Ludwig and the Federal Government to show real leadership in the vital food and farming policy areas. 

Factory approaches to the biology of farming have seen the food and agriculture sector become one of the largest contributors to 

global warming, where ten calories of fossil fuel are burnt to produce one calorie of food. This is neither sustainable nor resilient.” 

“Hundreds of thousands of Australians are flocking to farmers markets, community gardens, permablitzes and community-shared 

agriculture enterprises to source the wholesome, nutritious, clean and green food we all need.  Our governments must expand their 

focus beyond global free trade in commodities for fast food, to support viable food and farming futures.” 

“We invite the government to nurture broad community participation in National Food Policy formation, utilising the wealth of our 

collective knowledge, creativity and innovation”, Mr Croft concluded. 

[ends]

The Australian Food Sovereignty Alliance speaks to the core values and principles of 93 organisations that have signed our August 2010 letter to the then-

federal Minister for Agriculture, Tony Burke, calling for the formation of a democratic and inclusive national food policy. AFSA speaks to the aspirations of 

the many hundreds of thousands of people directly involved in building and supporting Resilient Food Systems in Australia.

The AFSA is a new player in the Australian national political landscape with the express aim of giving a strong and coherent voice to the very diverse range of 

groups and individuals around the country working now to create resilient and socially just distributed food systems. The AFSA Manifesto was released on 10 

December 2010, see http://foodsovereigntyalliance.org 

Australian Food Sovereignty Alliance contacts: 

For national media comment, contact: National Spokesperson – Michael Croft: 0413 387 686

National Coordinator – Nick Rose: 0414 497 819

For local media comment ask either of the above for state-based contacts.
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